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Moving?
Please let us know your new address. 

Call 1.877.382.7722
or info@saskspca.ca

Want to show the world that you’re an 
animal lover while supporting a great cause? 
Then we’ve got the right face mask for you!

Order your very own I ❤ Animals face mask for $10 with proceeds supporting the 
Saskatchewan SPCA. Each premium mask is navy blue in colour and features 

adjustable ear loops and a nose clip. The triple-layer design comes with a slot for 
an additional filter. This mask is washable and reusable.

To order your own mask, visit www.saskspca.ca/masks or call 1-877-382-7722.

 I ❤ ANIMALS FACE MASKS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

At the Saskatchewan SPCA’s AGM in September, the Society bid farewell to 
retiring board member Anne Allen, DVM. A sincere expression of gratitude goes 
out to Anne for her contributions to the Society during her tenure on the Board. 
We wish Anne nothing but the best on the next leg of her journey.

The Board executive saw a minor shuffling of seats as Karen Skirten moved 
into the role of Secretary. Dr. Sandra Neumann, Carol Thomson, and Margaret 
Northcote remain in their roles as President, Vice-President, and Treasurer 
respectively. Chris Brueckner and Jack MacKay were re-elected to the Board for a 
new term and Ken Krause returns to serve the remainder of his term.

CHANGES TO THE SASK
SPCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLENCE PREVENTION WEEK IN 
SASKATCHEWAN

This year’s Saskatchewan Violence Prevention Week (SVPW) was held 
from November 30 through December 6. All of Us was the chosen theme 

for SVPW 2020. According to the event coordinators, STOPS to Violence, 
“All of Us are impacted by violence in some way. Whether it is our own 

experience or someone we know, we all have a story. This story could be 
about family, friends, or co-workers. It could be from an experience with 
strangers or online. This story could be in our home, in a public place, in 

the work place or on social media.”

The Saskatchewan SPCA participated in SVPW by sharing social media 
posts from participating organizations and by creating our own social 
media content with a focus on animal welfare. Content created by the 

Saskatchewan SPCA was shared with other SPCAs and Humane Societies 
throughout the province.

You can learn more about Violence Prevention Week by visiting the 
STOPS to Violence website at www.stopstoviolence.com.
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SASK SPCA LAUNCHES EMERGENCY 
PET FOOD BANK

On November 18th, the Saskatchewan 
SPCA announced the establishment 
of the Saskatchewan Emergency Pet 
Food Bank (SEPFB) with an aim to keep 
families, including the furry members, 
together during the COVID-19 
pandemic. In conjunction with the 
launch of the SEPFB, a dedicated 
fundraising campaign in support of the 
Food Bank was also launched.

In collaboration with Food Banks of 
Saskatchewan, the SEPFB will serve 
pet owners in need of assistance to 
ensure their pets’ nutritional needs 
are met. 

“We know that pet owners can find 
themselves in difficult situations trying 
to decide whether to feed themselves 
or their pets first,” explained Josh 
Hourie, the Saskatchewan SPCA’s 
Community Relations Coordinator. 
“Our goal is to make sure all members 
of the family are getting what they 
need as it relates to daily nutrition. 
Ideally, we will prevent families from 
having to decide whether they keep 
their companions or surrender their 
pet to a shelter or rescue.”

The Saskatchewan SPCA is appealing to 
residents of Saskatchewan to support 
the Emergency Pet Food Bank by 
making a donation to the program. All 
proceeds to the Emergency Pet Food 
Bank will directly support the program 
and our goal of helping pets and their 
people during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Community support will be vital 
for the SEPFB. The Saskatchewan 
SPCA expresses sincere gratitude 
while acknowledging the support of 
Horizon Pet Food Manufacturing, a 
Saskatchewan-based business that 
is providing a donation of 10,000 lbs 
of food to the SEPFB. Jay’s Transport 
will deliver the pet food from Horizon 
to our food bank partners at no cost 
to the Society or the Saskatchewan 
Emergency Pet Food Bank Program.

To date, eight Saskatchewan food 
banks have signed up to participate in 
the program. As the COVID-19 situation 
evolves, the program will be adapted 

as needed, which may include the 
addition of more food bank partners.

Participating food banks in Saskatchewan:

• Carlyle & District Food Bank

• Fort Qu’Appelle Food Bank

• Maple Creek Food Bank

• Melville & District Food Bank

• Moosomin Food Share

• Nipawin Salvation Army Food Bank

• Rosthern Good Neighbours Food Centre

• Swift Current Salvation Army Food Bank 

To donate online visit 
www.SaskSPCA.ca/food
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10 THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW 
ABOUT THE SASKATCHEWAN SPCA

WE LIKE 
ANIMALS! 
(Well, okay, that’s 
kind of obvious).

OUR VISION: 
A Saskatchewan in 

which all animals 
are  free from 
hunger, thirst, 

discomfort, pain, 
injury, disease, fear 

and distress, and 
able to express 
normal animal 

behaviour.

We provide a 
ONE-STOP HUB 

of current and 
accurate animal welfare 
information. Learn more 

about a variety of 
topics on our website: 
www.saskspca.ca

WE ARE GOOD WITH 
PEOPLE, TOO! We 
work in collaboration 
with a wide variety 
of people and 
organizations from 
across Saskatchewan 
and beyond! By working 
collaboratively, we’re 
making a real difference in 
the welfare of animals and 
their people.

❤❤

❤❤

4  |  THE HUMANITARIAN



WE’RE GETTING 
A MAKEOVER… 
Shh! It’s still a work in 
progress. We’ll be 
revealing our new 
branding in the 

coming months. 
Watch for it! 

10 THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW 
ABOUT THE SASKATCHEWAN SPCA

WE’RE ALWAYS 
PREPARED. 

Emergencies 
can happen 
anywhere, at 
any time. We’re 

helping to build 
capacity in provincial 

and local emergency 
response efforts. WE’RE COMPASSIONATE. 

Through our Warming Hearts 
& Paws collection blitz, we 

help pet owners struggling 
with homelessness by collecting 

donations of new and gently used 
pet care accessories.

WE’RE UNIQUE. 
We even have our own 
licence plate! Order your 
Saskatchewan SPCA 
licence 
plate at 
an SGI 
Motor 
Licence 
Issuer near you or order online at 
www.saskspca.ca/licence-plates.

WE THINK BIG! We’re working 
on some very unique and 
exciting things! With a 
number of projects on the go, 
including a research study, a 
new website in development, 
and one very special facility 
being planned, the next year 

will be a busy one for all of us 
at the Saskatchewan SPCA! 

WE’RE SOCIAL. 
Check us out on 
Facebook and 
Twitter!

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.
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Did you know the Saskatchewan SPCA established 
Canada’s only retirement plan for K-9s? The Stryker K-9 
Care Fund provides financial support to assist retired law 
enforcement dogs with their veterinary costs. 

Since the Fund was established in 2015, we’ve given out  
$21,850 to 19 retired K-9s.

This fund is supported through the generosity of our many 
donors as well as fundraising initiatives of the K-9 units of 
the police services in Saskatoon and Regina.

Learn more at www.saskspca.ca/stryker.

HOW WE’RE HELPING

ORDER YOUR 
SASKATCHEWAN SPCA 
LICENCE PLATE TODAY

Show your respect for 
animals with your very 

own Saskatchewan SPCA 
licence plate!

Visit our website at saskspca.ca 
and order your licence plate 
voucher today! We’ll send 
it directly to your house via 
Canada Post with instructions 
on how to redeem the voucher 
for your plate.

The cost of each plate is $50 
plus GST and $27 from the sale 
of each Saskatchewan SPCA 
licence plate directly support 
the projects and initiatives that 
improve the lives of the animals 
around us.

Sherlock, a recipient of the Stryker Fund, retired from the Saskatchewan RCMP in 2013.
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WHAT IS ONE HEALTH?
One Health is an approach that recognizes that the health of 

people is closely connected to the health of animals and our shared 
environment. One Health is not new, but it has become more 

important in recent years. This is because many factors have changed 
interactions between people, animals, plants, and our environment.

Source: cdc.gov/onehealth/basics

WINNER ANNOUNCED IN SECOND-ANNUAL 
WORKING TO END VIOLENCE 50/50 LOTTERY

CONSIDER 
A MONTHLY 

DONATION TO THE 
SASKATCHEWAN 

SPCA
The Saskatchewan SPCA operates 
thanks to the generous support 
of our members and donors like 
you. Please consider making a 
recurring donation to the Society 
through our monthly donation 
option. Contact our office at 
1-877-382-7722 to learn about 
your options for having regular 
monthly donations made to the 
Saskatchewan SPCA. All charitable 
donations of $10 or more are 
eligible for a charitable tax receipt.

Congratulations to Mike Elliot, the 
winner of the 2020 Working to End 
Violence 50/50 Lottery! Mike’s prize 
winnings totalled $3,495.00.

The Working to End Violence 
Partnership extends a sincere “THANK 
YOU” to everyone who supported this 
fundraising endeavour! Proceeds from 
this year’s 50/50 will support our long-

term goal of bringing pet-friendly 
emergency shelters to Saskatchewan.

The Working to End Violence 
Partnership is a collaboration between 
the Provincial Association of Transition 
Houses and Services of Saskatchewan 
(PATHS), the Saskatchewan SPCA, and 
STOPS to Violence. The Partnership 
works to address Saskatchewan’s high 

rates of domestic violence by ensuring 
safety for the whole family, including 
pets.

Proceeds from the 2019 Working to End 
Violence 50/50 were used to publish 
Getting Out: A Process Learned from 
the Courage and Wisdom of Survivors, 
which can be downloaded at 
www.violencelink.ca/GO. 

TO REPORT SUSPECTED ANIMAL CRUELTY:

Dogs & cats:
In Saskatoon:  Saskatoon SPCA:  306.374.7387
In Regina:  Regina Humane Society:  306.543.6363

Dogs & cats in all other locations:
Animal Protection Services of Saskatchewan:  1.844.382.0002

Livestock:
Animal Protection Services of Saskatchewan:  1.844.382.0002
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NEW HUMANE ANIMAL 
TRANSPORT REGULATIONS 

NOW IN EFFECT

A lot has changed since the animal 
transportation requirements were 
first introduced into the federal Health 
of Animals Regulations in 1977. Since 
then, societal expectations for the 
humane treatment of farm animals 
have increased, and there have been 
many advancements in production 
practices and transport technology. 
There is also more science-based 
evidence available to highlight the 
effects of long transportation times on 
the health and welfare of livestock.

Consultations regarding improvements 
to the regulations began in 1995. 
They continued until they were 
first published in 2016, with an 
enforcement date of February 2020. 
The amendments to the Health 
of Animals Regulations Part XII: 
Transport of Animals reflect current 
and ongoing research, consumer 
demands and international standards. 

Amendments include:

• New definitions;
• Less subjective language;
• Outcome-based provisions;
•  Requirements for compromised 

animals;
• Feed, water and rest intervals; and 
• Innovative options.

The Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) has implemented a 
gradual enforcement period of two 
years to assist with the transition and 
adaptation to the new requirements. 
Over the next two years, there will be 
no penalties if the new prescriptive 
feed, water and rest times are not 
met; however, outcome-based 
requirements must be satisfied. During 
this time, the CFIA, in conjunction 
with provincial governments, will 
make efforts to educate and promote 
the new amendments. Governments 
will also work with industry to facilitate 
the adjustments and infrastructure 
necessary to satisfy the new 
requirements.

The interval begins when feed and 
water are first withdrawn on-farm 
prior to transport and ends when 

animals are given access to 
feed, water and sufficient 
rest. These new intervals 
include the total amount of time that 
the animals are confined in a trailer or 
container. At the end of the maximum 
timeframe, for example 36 hours for 
cattle, the requirements can be met by 
unloading animals at a rest stop and 
providing adequate feed, water and 
rest. The new regulations require an 
eight-hour rest period before animals 
are loaded and transported again, as 
opposed to five hours as per the old 
regulations.

Special provisions for vulnerable 
animals, such as those that are unfit, 
compromised or less than eight 
days of age, have been added to the 
requirements. Compromised animals 
include any animal that has a reduced 
capacity to withstand transport; for 
example, animals that are at peak 
lactation.

Unfit animals are those that cannot 
be transported without causing 
further harm and suffering. These 
animals should not be confined 
and transported unless advised by a 
veterinarian to receive veterinary care. 
Parameters that would constitute 
an unfit animal include severe 
dehydration, lame on one or more 
legs, non-ambulatory, or severe, open 
wounds.

Ruminants less than eight days of age, 
along with compromised animals, 
must not go without feed, water and 
rest for more than 12 hours. Further, 
young ruminants less than eight days 
of age can no longer be transported to 
auction marts or assembly yards and 
can only be transported with other 
ruminants less than eight days of age. 

Although the amendments are 
ultimately intended to improve animal 
welfare in Canada, they also promote 
innovation within the industry by 
supporting new technology. Fully 
equipped conveyances are now 
exempt from prescriptive feed, 
water and rest requirements but 
must continue to meet outcome-

based requirements. This means that 
transporters do not have to unload 
animals after a set number of hours 
without feed, water and rest, but the 
animals must be in good condition 
upon arrival at the final destination. In 
order for these exemptions to apply, 
fully equipped conveyances must have 
feed and water available to animals, 
sufficient space for all animals to lie 
down, and controlled ventilation to 
ensure a comfortable environment for 
the animals.

Outcome-based provisions were 
introduced as part of the amendments 
to allow for flexibility and innovation 
while still enforcing a baseline standard 
for animal welfare during transport. 
These provisions describe the 
outcomes that regulated parties must 
meet, such as the condition of animals 
after transport. Some outcome-based 
provisions are also accompanied by 
prescriptive provisions such as a 36-
hour feed, water and rest interval. 

The Canadian livestock industry will 
have to make some adjustments 
to current livestock marketing and 
shipping practices in an effort to meet 
the new transport requirements. 
Overall transport times have been 
reduced for ruminants, single-
stomached animals and ruminants 
less than eight days of age. The 
introduction of feed, water and rest 
intervals shortened the amount of 
time animals can be confined for 
transport even further.

The Saskatchewan dairy industry is 
faced with challenges as producers 
usually ship male calves within the 
first few days of age to buyers in 
Alberta. Furthermore, beef cattle are 
frequently shipped across Canada, 
as well as across the border into the 
United States. There is concern about 
the number and availability of rest 
stops across the country to allow 
transporters to satisfy feed, water and 
rest requirements.

Article originally published in Agriview, 
July 2020, Volume 3, Issue 4

By Paisley Johnson, Animal Health and Welfare Specialist

 Livestock being transported in rural 
Saskatchewan.   Photo courtesy of Agriview

8  |  THE HUMANITARIAN


